
Community Climate Advisory Committee
Tuesday, August 10, 2021

3:00-4:00 p.m.

The Community Climate Advisory Committee met in person with virtual accommodations.
Present: [Eric Holthaus of the city, John Zakrasek, Jean Wiedenheft, Mugisha Bwenge,] all
present in person. Present virtually [Kristine Sorensen, Laura Barr, Jason Snell, Rachel Maker,
Kelzye Bedwell, Megan Crawford, Dennis Rigby, Sylvia Brueckert of the city, Abby Finis of Great
Plains Institute, Mark Weldon].
_____________________________________________________________

AGENDA

This meeting was held in person and on-line.

Introduction and Agenda Overview Eric Holthaus kicked off the meeting with an update on
the draft and changes that have been made since the last meeting. Changes included
consolidating many of the actions to reduce the overall number without reducing impact. Will
have a draft by August 24th for feedback from the committee.

Review Reorganization, Initiatives and Actions. Abby Finis led the committee through the
remaining actions of the Community Climate Action Plan, picking up where the committee left off
in the previous meeting.

Members provided feedback on each of the actions, with discussion on the following:

● Clarify language around what it means to “build within the floodplain”, noting that much
of Cedar Rapids is in the 500-year floodplain, which poses less risk than the 100-year
floodplain.

● Ensure immigrant communities are supported with resources in their languages
● How is healthy food made more affordable? How can there be more education and

outreach around existing programs as well new methods?
● Strong interest in farming options for immigrant communities
● Underutilized spaces primarily focuses on gray spaces, could be more explicit and

include cooling practices
● Can there be better communication regarding water quality?
● How do we make it more appealing and easier to purchase sustainable products?



● Ensure that job creation is accessible regardless of income and educational background

In light of the most recent IPCC report, Jason raised the question about how the plan can be
updated as new data comes about. Include plan cycles in the implementation section.

John and others would like to see more metrics included.

Next Steps and Close. Eric Holthaus closed out the meeting and reminded folks the next
meeting is August 24th from 3-5:00 PM, which will continue the discussion, focusing on
resilience action.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM CST.


